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Gates was a captain for the Lake George Steamboat Company for 33
years. Photo courtesy Gates family social media.

Bolton’s Bill Gates, Author, Boat
Captain, Historian, Dies at 80

By Anthony F. Hall

William Preston “Bill” Gates,
the man who personified Bolton
Landing and its history for many,
died at the age of 80 on July 4
at his home in Queensbury. The
cause was cancer, his family said.

The author of histories of Lake
George, its boats and steamboats,
hotels and mansions, as well as
memoirs and family histories of
life in Bolton, where his family
settled in 1790, Gates was also a
public school teacher, a steamboat
captain for the Lake George
Steamboat Company, an official
town historian, Sembrich board
member and a director and past
president of the Bolton Historical
Society and its museum.

Gates grew up in Bolton
Landing, worked in his parents’
Bill Gates Diner, which was a
converted Hudson Valley Trolley
Car, and witnessed at close
range most of his hometown’s
significant events, from the 1954
Governors Conference at the
Sagamore, the fire at F.R. Smith
and Sons Marina in 1956, the last
ride of George Reis’ El Lagarto in
1962 and the closing and rebirth
of the Sagamore hotel in the
1980s. He was the first captain
of the hotel’s own tour boat, The
Morgan.

“Bill used to tease me that
my family were newcomers,
arriving in Bolton at the late date
of 1795,” said Ted Caldwell, who
succeeded Gates as president of
the Historical Society, served
with him as official co-historian
and who knew Gates for more
than sixty years.

“Bill was the true historian. As
co-historian, I was his surrogate
when he was unavailable, but
I relied upon his research and
writing,” said Caldwell.

According to Luke Dow,
whose late father Bill Dow
brought Gates aboard the Lake
George Steamboat Company,

Bill was the Mohican’s captain
for more than thirty years “and
touched a lot of lives along the
way.”

Following graduation from
Plattsburgh ~ State  Teachers
College (Now SUNY
Plattsburgh) from which he also
received a master’s in education,
Gates taught science in the public
school system.

Upon retiring, he embraced
his second career as an author,
steamboat captain and volunteer
for the Bolton Historical Society.

Among his last projects was
assisting with the acquisition of
the original Bill Gates Diner from
a former transportation museum
in Plattsburgh, delivering it
by truck to Warren County
and planning for its eventual,
permanent installation in Bolton
Landing.

More than 1,000 people
acknowledged and commented
on a Lake George Mirror social
media post reporting the news of
Gates’ death within a day of his
passing, including his brother
Walter “Bud” Gates and his
daughter Allison.

“My brother Bill was a year
older than me and my best friend
growing up and in life. We played
sports, double-dated and lived
the life he described in his book,
‘Growing up on Lake George.’
The void created by his passing
can never be filled, so I am left
with a lifetime of memories,”
said Bud Gates.

“We love and miss you, Dad.
You were an inspiration to me
and so many others, and I am so
honored to be your daughter,”
wrote Allison Gates, who noted
that she now represents the eighth
generation of Gateses to live in
Bolton Landing, and the sixth to
occupy the family homestead in
the Huddle.

A full obituary for Bill Gates
will be published when one
becomes available.



