
A Dining Landmark Remembered 

 

By Maury Thompson 

May is the month known for perennial flowers returning to bloom. But along Route 9 in the 

Queensbury-Lake George, N.Y., area, May is also the month when seasonal tourism businesses 

spring back to life. 

In the 1950s and ‘60s, Alfonso’s 

restaurant on Route 9 in Queensbury 

was among those, a landmark 

restaurant run by a former chef to the 

King of Bavaria that drew large crowds 

of summer visitors, national celebrities, 

and Capital Region residents. 

Alfonso Grubhofer and his wife opened 

Alfonso’s on July 16, 1949, across from 

what would be called Storytown, U.S.A., 

now Six Flags Great Escape.  Grubhofer 

was born at Salzburg, Austria in 1912. 

He developed a love of food working in 

his father’s bakery, The Glens Falls Post-

Star reported on June 11, 1949. 

At age 14, he began an apprenticeship at the Hotel of the Four Seasons in Munich, and later, for 

a short time, was chef to the King of Bavaria. 

In 1925, Grubhofer took a job as a passenger chef on the Hamburg-American lines, and in 1926 

settled in New York City with $42 – the equivalent of $732 in 2024 dollars – to his name. 

He accumulated enough wealth to open the original Alfonso’s at Washington, D.C., in 1943, 

which he owned until 1960. 

Grubhofer had established an international reputation by the time he opened his second 

restaurant at Queensbury. 

Grubhofer had won the Society of Culinary Arts Gold Award annually for the past 10 years, Post-

Star society writer Hermine Sherman reported on June 11, 1949. 

“His career reads like an exciting novel, attesting to the fact that good food, like a good book, is 

always avidly digested,” Sherman wrote.   



Architect Milton L. Crandell of Glens Falls designed the restaurant building, and Hank Sullivan of 

Lake George was general contractor. 

For the Leeret family of Glens Falls, dining at Alfsonso’s on the opening day each season was a 

double celebration. “He used to open on Mother’s Day, and that was around my mother’s 

birthday,” said Steve Leeret of Glens Falls. 

Alfonso’s was the first of a series of restaurants that operated at the log-style structure 

constructed in 1949, which most recently housed the now-closed Johnny Rockets, attached to 

the Six Flags Great Escape Lodge. Six Flags plans to demolish the restaurant building. It is 

opening a new restaurant, Hurricane Grill and Wings.  

Alfonso’s was a place that middle-class families could dine under the same roof as celebrities 

and the Saratoga racing crowd. 

“My father, he didn’t spend much money, but he was a big believer in food,” said David Nathan, 

a 1958 Glens Falls High School graduate who often dined with his family at the restaurant. 

“Alfonso’s was built for you – a delightful place where you can spend an evening with your 

friends and guests in a most friendly and cheerful atmosphere,” the restaurant advertised in The 

Post-Star on July 16, 1949. 

The restaurant served more than 1,000 diners on its opening night, with other would-be diners 

turned away. 

More than 600 diners were served on the first season’s closing day Oct. 16, when Grubhofer 

donated $655.72 – one third of the day’s gross receipts – to the Warren County chapter of the 

National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. 

Thereafter, Grubhofer would donate one-third of closing-day receipts each year to a local 

charity. 

Alfonso’s season was from early May to late October. Grubhofer and his wife usually would tour 

Europe during the off season. 

Leeret recalled Grubhofer as a gregarious host. 

“He used to have a big white chef’s hat, and he would go from table to table.” 

Leeret recalled the bread baskets, with an unlimited supply of all types of breads, rolls and salt 

sticks, all baked on premises. 

Grubhofer once confided to Leeret’s father that there was a motive to his generosity with the 

bread and rolls. 



Grubhofer figured that if diners filled up on bread, they would not be able to finish their 

entrees, and would take home leftovers, and, in turn brag to their friends about the more than 

ample portions. 

Mary Kelligrew Kassler of Boston, who grew up in Glens Falls, especially enjoyed the crabmeat. 
 
“Steaks were big.  They were delicious,” Nathan remembered. 
 
In the June 19, 1965, Post-Star, Alfonso’s advertised Father’s Day entrees including Lump 
Crabmeat Dewey, Native Brook Trout, Capon Alfonso, Prime Rib, Sirloin Steak, Filet Mignon and 
Roast Duck. 
 
Alfonso’s was a restaurant where customers dressed for success, whether wealthy or not. 
 
“At that point, I didn’t love it, putting a jacket and tie on.  But it was a big deal --  like going to 
church,” Nathan said. 
 
One never knew when a celebrity might be dining there at the same time. 
 
Budd Streeter, a 1958 Glens Falls High School graduate, worked the valet service at Alfonso’s 
one summer in the late 1950s. 
 
“The clientele was very upscale,” he said. 
 
Streeter recalled once parking the car of Frank Gifford, the New York Giants halfback and later 
ABC Monday Night Football announcer. 
 
“He gave me a $10 tip and said, ‘Now that’s for you.’” 
 
Streeter said it was a good summer job that helped him get over his shyness. 
 
It was through parking cars at Alfonso’s that he became acquainted with Glens Falls Mayor 
Milton Tibbetts, a regular customer. 
 
“It got me to where I can talk to anyone now,” Streeter said. 
 
Nathan, formerly a Post-Star sportswriter in high school and college, recalled one night in 1962, 
when the family was dining there and his father recognized Bobby Thomson, the Major League 
baseball player famous for his homerun nicknamed “The Shot Heard Around the World.” 
 
Nathan, a bit nervous, ambled over to Thomson’s table and did an impromptu interview. 
He still has the clip that ran in The Post-Star. 
 



In the opening season, a delegation of ten business men from Seoul, South Korea, while on a 
goodwill tour of the United States, dined at Alfonso’s with members of the Glens Falls Chamber 
of Commerce, The Post-Star reported on July 20, 1949. 
 
“Grubhofer autographed a menu which they will take back to Dr. Syngman Rhee,” the first 
president of South Korea,” The Post-Star reported on July 20, 1949. 
 
Actress and model Mary Jo Devlin dined at Alfonso’s when she was in the area to promote the 
opening of her movie “Lovely to Look At,” at The Rialto Theatre in Glens Falls, The Post-Star 
reported on June 28, 1952. 
 
Post-Star publisher Athur P. Irving was among the local business leaders that dined with Devlin. 
Mary Rockefeller, first wife of New York Gov. and later vice president Nelson Rockefeller, was 
keynote speaker at a Warren County Republican luncheon at Alfonso’s, The Post-Star reported 
on Oct. 16, 1958. 
 
Chef Grubhofer died in August 1962. 
 
His wife continued to operate Alfonso’s until September 1965, when she sold the restaurant 
and 115 surrounding acres of surrounding property to Charles R. Wood, owner of Storytown 
U.S.A. 
 
At the time, Wood had been eyeing an expansion of Storytown U.S.A. on the Alfonso’s side of 
the highway, The Post-Star later reported on April 23, 1969. 
 
Wood operated the restaurant, making few changes and keeping the Alfonso’s name, until 
around 1970, when Wood leased the building to Carl De Santis, who operated it as a Red Coach 
Grill, a franchise associated with Howard Johnson’s. 
 
The name was changed to The Coachman restaurant around 1999, and sold to the owner of 
Great Escape in 1999. 


