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Edward Waldron of Medusa, New York, in a rare moment of 
relaxation poses with a group of his prize Holsteins, 1950s.



The County Fair—
Educational Fun!

Community  
Connections

	 4-H New York. 4-H offers clubs and activities 
that teach about agriculture, as well as STEM, 
healthy living, and civic engagement. Find your 
local 4-H at nys4-h.org/.

	 The Farmer’s Museum, Cooperstown. 
Experience rural life in the nineteenth century. 
farmersmuseum.org/.

	 Genesee Country Village & Museum, 
Mumford. Visit the largest living museum in 
NYS to experience life in the nineteenth  
century. gcv.org/.

	 Queens County Farm Museum, Queens. Visit 
one of the longest continuously farmed sites in 
NYS. queensfarm.org/about.

	 Find a county fair near you!  
nyfairs.org/fairs_by_name.htm.

Did You Know 

	 Jefferson County has the oldest  
continually running county fair in  
the US. It started in 1818.

	 The New York State Fair was America’s first 
State Fair, starting in 1841. 

	 Dairy products are now the leading agricultural 
product in New York State.

A s New York State grew, so did the farming indus-
try. Agriculture was the main business of most 
New Yorkers in 1832, when the New York State 

Agricultural Society was formed. The society wanted to 
help farmers. It brought farmers together so that they could 
share their ideas and experiences, and then work together 
to improve farming. Farming was important. In the 1800s, 
New York State was the leader in agriculture. 

In 1841, New York State gave money to the county 
chapters of the Agricultural Society. The money could  
be used to host county fairs, where cash prizes would  
be given to the best animals. The hope was that the 
prizes would encourage farmers in their work and bring 
them together at the fair to share their techniques. Over 
time, prizes would be given for best produce, baked 
goods, jams, pickles, quilts, and more. Contests to show 
off skills, like hitching and plowing, were held. Farming 
equipment was on display. Farmers could sell their live-
stock, produce, and other goods at the fair.

County fairs have grown to include entertainment, 
like harness racing, tractor pulls, rodeos, rides, and 
music. Local history has become a part of many fairs.

People demonstrated old-fashioned farming and 
household skills, like milking cows or weaving. Historic 
farm equipment might be on display. Lots of good food, 

often featuring local products, is available to enjoy.
Youth are a big part of county fairs! Groups like 4-H 

and Future Farmers of America teach students many  
different types of skills related to agriculture. Students in 
these groups often show their animals and produce at 
county fairs hoping to win first prize!

While agriculture is no longer the leading industry in 
New York State, it is still an important part of the state's 
economy. There are currently over forty county fairs still 
held in New York State. Is there one near you?
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Student Name __________________________________________________Take a  
Closer Look

Historic newspapers are a great way to learn about the past!  
Start by observing the document. Read the article to the left.  
Use the word box below to help you.

         Next, record your observations.

What did the author see on display at the Erie County Fair?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

List some of the adjectives used to describe the fair.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

                     Now you can use the information in the article on 
page 2, this news-clipping, and what you already know to make 
an inference, or to infer.

Why do you think the author thought the fair was a “grand  
success?” Use details from what you’ve read to support your answer.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

W O R D S  T O  K N O W :
•	 exihibit – display
• 	livestock – animals found on a farm
•	 swine – pigs
•	 abundance – plenty, many
•	 poultry – chickens

•	 agricultural implements – farm equipment
• 	specimens – examples
•	 fastidious – very detailed
•	 surmise – infer
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Learning Activity

Create a flip-flap book about agricultural resources!
Links to sites with data about agricultural resources can be found in the Teacher Resources  
section for this issue: considerthesourceny.org/new-york-archives-jr/summer-2024.

YOU WILL NEED:

•	 one piece of 9" x 11.5" light colored construction paper 	 •	 a pencil 
•	 scissors	 •	 crayons, colored pencils or markers 
•	 a glue stick 	 •	 print out of the flap tags (or create your own!)

DIRECTIONS:

Word Wheel Game

DIRECTIONS:  All the words in  
the word bank can be made using 
the letter circles. The number of  
lines under each wheel is how  
many words that circle can create. 
Connect the letters across and 
around the circle to make the words.

Under each flap, 
write and draw  

pictures about the crops, 
livestock, and products 
made in your country or 
in New York State.

Fold your 
piece of 
construction 
paper in 
half the 
long (hori-
zontal) way.

Glue the 
flap tags 
on, spacing 
out evenly.

Cut between 
each flap 
tag to your 
fold.
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COW

RIDES

FAIR

CROPS

PIG

FARMER

FAIRWAY

PRODUCE

ANIMALS

DAIRY

WORD BANK: 
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