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Edward Waldron of Medusa, New York, in a rare moment of
relaxation poses with a group of his prize Holsteins, 1950s.
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The County Fair—

Educational Fun!

s New York State grew, so did the farming indus-
A try. Agriculture was the main business of most

New Yorkers in 1832, when the New York State
Agricultural Society was formed. The society wanted to

help farmers. It brought farmers together so that they could

share their ideas and experiences, and then work together
to improve farming. Farming was important. In the 1800s,
New York State was the leader in agriculture.

In 1841, New York State gave money to the county
chapters of the Agricultural Society. The money could
be used to host county fairs, where cash prizes would
be given to the best animals. The hope was that the
prizes would encourage farmers in their work and bring
them together at the fair to share their techniques. Over
time, prizes would be given for best produce, baked
goods, jams, pickles, quilts, and more. Contests to show
off skills, like hitching and plowing, were held. Farming
equipment was on display. Farmers could sell their live-
stock, produce, and other goods at the fair.

County fairs have grown to include entertainment,
like harness racing, tractor pulls, rodeos, rides, and
music. Local history has become a part of many fairs.

People demonstrated old-fashioned farming and
household skills, like milking cows or weaving. Historic
farm equipment might be on display. Lots of good food,

Did You Know

® Jefferson County has the oldest
continually running county fair in
the US. It started in 1818.

® The New York State Fair was America’s first
State Fair, starting in 1841.

® Dairy products are now the leading agricultural
product in New York State.
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often featuring local products, is available to enjoy.

Youth are a big part of county fairs! Groups like 4-H
and Future Farmers of America teach students many
different types of skills related to agriculture. Students in
these groups often show their animals and produce at
county fairs hoping to win first prize!

While agriculture is no longer the leading industry in
New York State, it is still an important part of the state's
economy. There are currently over forty county fairs still
held in New York State. Is there one near you?

Community
Connections

® 4-H New York. 4-H offers clubs and activities
that teach about agriculture, as well as STEM,
healthy living, and civic engagement. Find your
local 4-H at nys4-h.org/.

® The Farmer's Museum, Cooperstown.
Experience rural life in the nineteenth century.
farmersmuseum.org/.

® Genesee Country Village & Museum,
Mumford. Visit the largest living museum in
NYS to experience life in the nineteenth

century. gev.org/.

® Queens County Farm Museum, Queens. Visit
one of the longest continuously farmed sites in

NYS. queensfarm.org/about.

® Find a county fair near you!
nyfairs.org/fairs by name.htm.
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Take a QNJ) ) Student Name
Closer Look

Historic newspapers are a great way to learn about the past!
Start by observing the document. Read the article to the left.
Use the word box below to help you.

. ,‘[ el ?',- & o
Fine Display, Large Exhibits, a Gﬁw
b~ - Sueeess. | G Next, record your observations.

" THE FIRST DAY. .
GE What did the author see on display at the Erie County Fair?
A

he thlrg-third annual exhibltion
nd fair of the Erie County Agricultur-
al Soclety opened on Tuesdny c:bmh

week with a large attendance, \The
day was deyoted to the waking -
tries in the various departments; and all
day long to 1ate at night the offlcers were
kept busily engaged in arrsnglog the o . .
large number of articles Intended for| List some of the adjectives used to describe the fair.
exhibltion. Ic I8 evident that no Inter-
egl has been losc in the County Fair,
judglng from the entries that were
made In the various departments; the
numbers reached far into the thousands,
while thelr quality was something above
the tvorngﬁ. '1‘510 dlsplag:i oth fine live
stock was a good one, and t ! A 3 . L .
sheds were nglled to"owrﬂow?ngho:m[: + @ Now you can use the information in the article on
anlmals of higheat breeding; sheep end| page 2, this news-clipping, and what you already know to make
swine were there in abundunce, while|, . .
the poultry department was tilled with| an inference, or to infer.
;:oo;)lslof l:lue leuding varieties; agrioul-
aral imple . .
riety we{-)a tﬂegfn?ﬁntfﬁf{vh'fﬁfﬁ“ﬂ:, Why do you think the author thought the fair was a “grand
vatlety of buggles, phaetons, ete,, could |'  success?” Use details from what you've read to support your answer.
not haye been imagined; the agrieul-
tural display of all  kinds of products
was a good one. In the Ladies’ Depart-
ment the walls were covered with the
fine fabries and handi-work of the falr
ones, and the display was bewildering;
the number of entries compared favor-
ably with those of former years, and
were of 4 supzrior quslity; "In the art
gullery were shown many "fine specl
mens of artisuie skill and taste; the
Children’s Department, the Culinary
Department, all were everything that
the most fastidioug could surmise or
even wish, :
The weather was all that one could
wishi for, being rather warm perhaps,
ut not too much 8o for asuccessful fair,
T'he excellent spring is still supplying
18 inexhaustible volume of water, vgh-
out which the tair would b? a failur

WORDS TO KNOW:

e exihibit — display e agricultural implements — farm equipment
e livestock — animals found on a farm * specimens — examples

* swine - pigs e fastidious - very detailed

* abundance - plenty, many * surmise — infer

e poultry - chickens
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Learning Activity

Create a flip-flap book about agricultural resources!
Links to sites with data about agricultural resources can be found in the Teacher Resources
section for this issue: considerthesourceny.org/new-york-archives-jr/summer-2024.

YOU WILL NEED:

e one piece of 9" x 11.5" light colored construction paper e a pencil

® sCissors e crayons, colored pencils or markers

e aglue stick e print out of the flap tags (or create your own!)

DIRECTIONS:
Fold your Glue the Cut between e Under each flap,
piece of flap tags . each flap write and draw
construction S on, spacing 4 ‘ tag to your pictures about the crops,
paper in out evenly. - fold. livestock, and products

half the
long (hori-
zontal) way.

made in your country or
in New York State.

WORD BANK:
Ccow FAIR PIG FAIRWAY ANIMALS
RIDES CROPS FARMER PRODUCE DAIRY

Word Wheel Game

DIRECTIONS: All the words in D AS L D S R
the word bank can be made using C
the letter circles. The number of M I U
lines under each wheel is how F I
many words that circle can create. E
Connect the letters across and A E
around the circle to make the words. N
- R W P
AT R Y G W

wy LY
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